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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar    
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural 
Affairs 
Resolution #1 
 

Resolution Calling on the State to Amend the New York State Electronic 
Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act and Calling on the DEC to Promulgate 

Regulations Required Under the Law 
 
WHEREAS, the New York State Electronic Equipment Recycling and Reuse Act (Act) 
was adopted by the State Legislature in 2010 in order to assist local governments with 
managing the fast-growing electronics waste stream by requiring electronics 
manufacturers to fund a recycling infrastructure and relieve municipalities from the 
recycling and end-of-life management costs; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act has succeeded in significantly increasing electronics recovery and 
recycling in the state, but the collection infrastructure is unstable and local governments 
and other collectors are faced with mounting fees in the absence of consistent 
manufacturer funding and limited markets for cathode ray tubes (CRTs); and 
 
WHEREAS, while the Act intended to place the burden of electronics recycling on the 
manufacturers of electronic devices, the Act failed to stipulate adequate education 
requirements to inform the public of the process by which they could recycle their 
electronics with the manufacturers; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Act created a ban on disposal of electronic waste in landfills, effective 
January 2015, which resulted in a growing number of planning units throughout New 
York’s counties bearing more of the financial responsibility for continued e-scrap 
collection in their communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act requires, and the state relies on, electronics manufacturers to fund 
e-scrap recycling programs that are effective, continuous and reasonably convenient to 
all consumers across the state; and 
 
WHEREAS, once manufacturers have met their performance standard (goal), which in 
a number of cases is midway through the year, they no longer provide financial support 
to continue their collection programs, thus shifting management costs to cash-strapped 
local governments; and 
 
WHEREAS, while the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) 
indicates there are no longer performance goals, some manufacturers continue to dodge 
their legal responsibility to accept electronic waste; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Act empowers the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) to promulgate regulations that could address many of the shortcomings in the 
law, as of August 2015 the DEC had not begun rule promulgation; and 
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WHEREAS, the issue is exacerbated by the fact that electronics sold today weigh much 
less than the obsolete CRT devices that make up approximately 70 percent of the weight 
of e-scrap generated, which are cost intensive to responsibly manage; and 
 
WHEREAS, this has resulted in many local governments across the state having 
grappled with the burden to fund or cease e-scrap collection, which has been 
particularly difficult in rural communities that do not benefit from retail collectors or 
economies of scale. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) calls upon Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Assembly, the New York State Senate and the State Department of Environmental 
Conservation to improve the current law intended to create a more stable and 
comprehensive, manufacturer implemented electronics recycling infrastructure; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC calls on state lawmakers to implement 
actions to strengthen communication among stakeholders, clarify key statutory 
provisions in their present rulemaking efforts, and promote the adoption of changes to 
the Act that will provide for year round, no-cost collection of electronics, consistent with 
convenience standards for both rural and urban populations—that help alleviate the 
immediate financial pressures faced by local governments; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed 
necessary and proper. 
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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar    
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural 
Affairs 
Resolution #2 
 
Resolution Supporting Efforts to Increase Access to Broadband Throughout 

New York State and Calling on Governor Cuomo to Accelerate the 
Implementation of the New NY Broadband Program 

 
 
WHEREAS, individuals, businesses and other entities in New York that lack high 
speed Internet access have become largely disenfranchised as full and active 
participants in today’s economy, educational systems and government processes than 
their counterparts with access to broadband; and 
 
WHEREAS, while access to both cable and digital subscriber line (DSL) service is 
available in nearly every urban and suburban community, rural sections of the State 
have been cut out of this type of access due to the low return on investment of running 
cable to low populated areas, and the placement of the updated phone and cable lines in 
areas of lower population; and 
 
WHEREAS, as web access to all kinds of services, including those provided by every 
level of government, employment listings and web-based business expansion continues 
to grow, it is imperative that rural New York be provided with quality high-speed 
internet access; and 
 
WHEREAS, the “New NY Broadband Program” was enacted in the 2015 /16 state 
budget and allocates $500 million to incentivize the private sector and local 
governments to expand quality high-speed internet services in unserved and 
underserved areas. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports the “New NY Broadband Program” as enacted in the 2015 
/16 state budget, and calls on Governor Cuomo and leadership within the New York 
State Broadband Program Office to expedite the creation of and deployment of the New 
NY Broadband Program and ensure that rural, unserved and underserved areas are 
prioritize when funding is allocated; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of Counties shall 
forward copies of this resolution to Governor Andrew M. Cuomo, the New York State 
Legislature and all others deemed necessary and proper. 
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2015 NYSAC Fall Seminar    
Standing Committee on Economic Development, Environment and Rural 
Affairs 
Resolution #3 
 

Resolution Calling for State Legislation Authorizing Industrial 
Development Agency Financing of Civic Facility Projects on a Permanent 
Basis and Allowing Industrial Development Agencies to Issue Grants and 

Loans 
 
WHEREAS, the New York State Legislature enacted amendments to the general 
municipal law in 1997, authorizing county-wide industrial development agencies (IDAs) 
to utilize their tax exempt bonding authority to finance construction of civic facilities, 
including not-for-profit hospitals, continuing care residential facilities for the elderly, 
and college dormitories; and 

WHEREAS, this financing mechanism provided non-profit hospitals, and residential 
care facilities with significant savings on costs for construction on new medical facilities, 
since financing through local IDAs is considerably less expensive than the financing 
available through other sources; and 

WHEREAS, IDA authority to offer this financing expired in 2008 after the State 
Legislature failed to renew the enabling legislation; and 

WHEREAS, IDAs can offer tax incentives, including tax-exempt financing, but IDAs  
cannot finance not-for-profit or civic facility projects, and are limited in their ability to  
acquire property at less than fair market value or to make outright loans or grants to 
private interests; and 

WHEREAS, current law often forces municipalities to form multiple entities to 
undertake economic development projects, which makes it difficult to have  a  
comprehensive and streamlined approach to local economic development; and 

WHEREAS, IDA reform was accomplished in 2015 to establish greater transparency, 
accountability and new reporting requirements for local IDAs, however the reforms did 
not address any expansions of IDA powers in order to improve local economic 
development efforts; and 

WHEREAS, clarifying that IDAs can make grants and loans to private entities and 
restoring IDA authority to finance civic facility projects, such as colleges, hospitals, 
museums and YMCAs, would enable IDAs to become one-stop providers of economic 
development assistance and thereby increase efficiency and effectiveness of the delivery 
of economic development resources; and 

WHEREAS, local Industrial Development Agencies have been and continue to be 
major players in promoting economic development in New York State; and 
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WHEREAS, development projects and the creation of permanent jobs with good wages 
are a shared goal of state and local officials that can be achieved through policies that 
encourage job creation. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the New York State Association of 
Counties (NYSAC) supports the enactment of Industrial Development Agency reform 
legislation in which local Industrial Development Agencies can permanently finance 
civic facilities projects that will benefit communities; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC calls on the Governor and State 
lawmakers to amend section 854 of the General Municipal Law to allow IDAs to include 
grants and loans as eligible forms of financial assistance available to approved projects, 
understanding that agencies would also be permitted to provide financial assistance, 
including the proceeds of bonds, to finance certain civic facility projects; and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this resolution be sent to the sixty-two 
counties of New York State encouraging member counties to enact similar resolutions; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that NYSAC shall forward copies of this resolution to 
Governor Cuomo, the New York State Legislature and all others deemed necessary and 
proper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


